CAN YOU HELP WITH THIS SURVEY?

e University of Glasgow and the Institute of
izl Health are examining ways to prevent the

“duction and spread of infectious diseases of

s and donkeys in Great Britain. We are

2=aling to you, as 3 responsible horse or donkey

7=, to help us by spending a few minutes
“oleting our online questionnaire at WWW.survey-

w:r»Key.com/s/horseownersun/ey

“nly you can SUpply us with accurate and detailed

~mation about the location and movements of
-~ Norse, or horses under Your care/management.
= information s vital for us to improve current

“ention and control strategies for infectious
=35es (such as African Horse Sickness) which could
= 3a major impact on equine health welfare in

==t Britain. ;

e questionnaire will take 15 minutes to

Tplete. This survey should be completed only

= by an individual family member. The

““mation you provide is completely confidential.
ur information s extremely important to us and
=re grateful for your participation. We are happy
TSWEr any questions you might have about this
2y. Please write, telephone, or email using the
“act details right.

1ank you for your assistance.,
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provide protection during
groundwork, but costs
about the same as 3 year’s
insurance for your horse.
Just imagine lying in a spinal
unit as a new quadraplegic
following a fall from your
horse... wouldn't you wish
you could turn the clock
back and buy one?

I'have no conflict of
interest — | just think all
riders should wear one.

DR CHARLOTTE FLEMING,
VIA EMAIL

says:

r-bags and this has received

the full support of all manufacturers of
body protectors and air jackets.

| agree wholeheartedly with Dr Fleming’s
comment regarding the price of safety —

apply to those riders who

do not consider it necessary to wear a
riding hat. Working with those who have

injury as a result of a fall

without any head protection shows how
important it is to take precautions.

I must admit we were quite amused reading
Mrs Sams' letter in the November/December
issue of British Horse regarding Facebook, Twitter
and anything else we would refer to as ‘the
online life’.

At Abbeyview Equine, we specialise in
supporting equestrians in their use of these forms
of media. Every day we work with those who are
achieving more because they have embraced the
online life. We felt the need to set the balance
and come to the defence of those who do find
online interaction valuable.

Of course, there are always concerns with
anything new. When steam trains were invented,
commentators thought passengers would be
killed by the stress of travelling faster than
20mph! Today, millions travel by train without
giving it a second thought. The technology has
helped us and becorme part of our routine,

The internet has barely been around for 20
years, and it's only in the last 10 that we've
actually started to make jt work for us. It's very
New, so we can understand why some people are
wary of it.

Why is the internet so g00d? There are many
g00od books on the subject, and you probably
need something of that length to answer the
question properly. For now, let's Just say we don't
overstate the situation when we cal| the internet
a total revolution in human communication. We
are able to achieve more in terms of information
sharing, processing, collaborating, keeping in
touch and doing business than we have ever
been able to do before

Yes — there are those who would use the web
for nefarious ends — but let’s keep this in
perspective. There are those who use pen and
paper, phones, cars, aeroplanes and pretty much
any other technology invented for nefarious ends.
We believe the positives overwhelmingly
outweigh any negatives. Equestrians around the
world are now able to network and communicate,
sharing experiences and gaining rich insights
which can help us all

Video tutorials alone are becoming a vital
and cost effective way to exchange guidance on
everything from tacking up to reversing with a
horse box. Life online is invaluable in so many
Wways —we couldn't hope to summarise them
here.

We're not talking about an all-or-nothing
situation. Who doesn’t like to [eaf through British
Horse in a nice armchair with a coffee? The web
simply brings something new — and used in the
right way can contribute rather than taking away
from quality of life for all of us.

I recently spoke at BETA's annual conference on
how equestrian businesses of all sizes can harness
social media to efficiently market their business
online. For those of you who'd like to know
More you can see videos of the talk at
abbeyviewequine.com/social
LIAM KILLEN
DIRECTOR, ABBEYVIEWEQUINE.COM
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